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NEW TITLING LAWS EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2003 
 
Senate Bill 895 and House Bills 1196 and 2008 change 
the laws relating to perfecting (recording) liens and titling 
motor vehicles, trailers, manufactured homes, all-terrain 
vehicles, vessels, and outboard motors.  The following 
summarizes the related changes that become effective 
July 1, 2003: 
 
House Bill 1196 
 
 State-owned branch offices and the central office 

must charge the same processing fee as agent 
offices. 

 
 The fee for processing an application for title or 

Notice of Lien will be $2.50 per transaction.  
When a lien is being added and there is no 
change of ownership, the processing fee is $5.00 
($2.50 for the title and $2.50 for the Notice of 
Lien). 

 
House Bill 2008 and Senate Bill 895 
 
 All titles issued on or after July 1, 2003, will be mailed 

to the owner, even when a lien is shown. 
 
 The Mail-to area on the title application can be 

used to send the title to an alternate address.  
 
 The owner may designate the lienholder as the 

Mail-to. 
 
 To ensure the title is not mailed to the lessee, the 

Mail-to area must show the leasing company’s 
name and address when the application for title is 
in the name of the leasing company with an in 
care of to the lessee. 

 
 Titles issued prior to July 1, 2003, should be 

retained by the lienholder until the lien is paid off. 
 
 A Secure Power of Attorney (DOR-3020S) cannot 

be used when the title is not physically held by the 
lienholder. 

 

 A Secure Power of Attorney (DOR-3020S) can 
still be used to assign ownership on a duplicate 
certificate of title. 

 
 Liens released on or after July 1, 2003, must be on a 

separate document and notarized. 
 
 A lien release area will no longer appear on titles 

issued on or after July 1, 2003. 
 

 All liens released on or after July 1, 2003, must 
be released on the new Notice of Lien or Lien 
Release form (DOR-4809). This release must be 
notarized.   

 
Note: A notarized lien release on the lienholder’s 
business letterhead will also be acceptable.   

 
 Liens released on the face of the Missouri title 

on or after July 1, 2003, will not be accepted. 
 

 The lien release on an out-of-state title is still 
acceptable and must be notarized only if the 
issuing state requires notarization. 

 
 Any person who knowingly and intentionally releases 

a lien without authority is guilty of a class C felony. 
 
 The Department of Revenue (department) must issue 

a receipt to the lienholder within 15 working days after 
receiving a Notice of Lien. 

 
 The notification/receipt can be sent by regular 

mail or electronically. 
 
 Failure to name the lienholder on the application for 

title is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
 Liens on manufactured homes will be filed in the 

same manner as motor vehicles and watercrafts using 
a Notice of Lien form. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 2

 Filing second liens - The first lienholder must sign the 
Notice of Lien in the designated area to authorize the 
addition of the second lien.  The requirements for 
filing a second lien are listed below: 

 
Ownership change: 
 
 The second lienholder must file a Notice of Lien 

that lists the first and second lien and includes the 
signature authorization from the first lienholder 
and submit to one of the department’s branch or 
agent offices.  Notices of Lien filed on or after July 
1, 2003, must be accompanied by the $2.50 
processing fee.  

 
 The owner must list the first and second 

lienholder on the title application and submit the 
application, assigned ownership document, and 
other requirements and fees to one of the 
department’s branch or agent offices. 

 
No ownership change: 
 
 The owner or lienholder in possession of the title 

must submit the 5-part application for title (the 
4th and 5th copies serve as the Notice of Lien) 
with the lien authorization from the first 
lienholder, outstanding title, title fee, and 
effective July 1, 2003, a $5.00 processing fee. 

 
 The department must maintain a child support lien 

database that can be electronically accessed by the 
lienholder, seller, or buyer.  The database is 
operational and can be accessed at 
www.dorx.state.mo.us. 

 
Note:  On or after July 1, 2003, when the debtor 
pays off a lien and there are child support lien 
stickers on the title, the lienholder must send the title 
to the debtor, not to the Division of Child Support 
Services. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS CHANGES DUE TO SENATE BILL 
895 AND HOUSE BILLS 1196 AND 2008 
 
New Marine Title Application (DOR-93) 
 
The Application for Missouri Watercraft or Outboard 
Motor Title and Registration (DOR-93) has been revised 
and enlarged to look similar to the Application for 
Missouri Title and License (DOR-108).  The new form is 
less congested and will be available in late June 2003.  
Upon receipt of the new forms, please destroy your old 
applications. 
 

Revised Certificate of Title 
 
Effective July 1, 2003, Missouri’s certificate of title will be 
revised as follows: 
 
 The lien release information was removed from the 

face of the title and replaced with new lien release 
instructions due to the enactment of Senate Bill 895 
by the Missouri Legislature. 

 
 The lienholder information was removed from the 

assignment sections on the back of the title and 
placed in a separate section at the bottom of the title. 

 
 An area was added to each assignment to record the 

trade-in amount and net price when the purchaser is 
not a licensed dealer. 

 
Note:  All dealers should record the purchase price, 
any trade-in amount (including any rebate), and the 
net price in the title assignment area for all retail 
sales. 

 
Internet Application for Filing Liens and/or Accessing 
Records Online 
 
Lienholders and dealers who have contracted with 
lienholders will be able to file their liens via the Internet 
by using the Department of Revenue’s new Lien Internet 
Filing Exchange system.  Dealers and lienholders who 
qualify under the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act and are 
approved by the Director of Revenue may also access 
the department’s motor vehicle and marine title and lien 
records using the online system.  
  
The new system is scheduled to be operational by July 
1, 2003.  For more information, log on to 
www.dorx.state.mo.us. 
 
Revised Title Application (DOR-108) 
 
On page four is a copy of the newly revised Application 
for Missouri Title and License (DOR-108).  Since a Mail-
to can be shown when a first lien is shown, the revised 
application will contain a place for a Mail-to with the 
second lien information block.  
 
Note:  The newly revised application will be issued for 
any supply requests received on or after June 16, 2003.  
Quantities will be limited for each order.  Do not begin 
using the new application until July 1, 2003.  
 
Although the department recommends you begin using 
the new title application July 1, 2003, you may continue 
to use your existing supply of title applications. If you 
want to show a Mail-to on the old application on or after 
July 1, 2003, you must list the Mail-to name and address 
in the second lien area of the title application and record 
“Mail To” directly in front of the Mail-to name. 
Revised Notice of Lien (DOR-4809)  
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The Notice of Lien form (DOR-4809) has been revised to 
accommodate the new second lienholder provisions and 
lien release provisions and is now called Notice of Lien 
or Lien Release (DOR-4809).  Please order the new 
Notice of Lien or Lien Release form (DOR-4809) on or 
after June 16, 2003.  When the new forms are received, 
destroy any Notice of Lien forms (DOR-4809) that you 
have in stock with a revision date prior to 02/03. 
 
 

 
  

 

 

IMPORTANT – FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE INFORMATION 
 
The department offers several free e-mail list services to 
help you stay up-to-date on topics in titling and licensing 
processes and laws.   
 
Subscribe to one or more, and you will receive periodic 
e-mails from the department relating to law changes, 
procedures, administrative rules, reject issues, and other 
important communications that will assist you in your 
titling and licensing endeavors.  For example, 
subscribers to the “lienholders” list will receive 
communications relating to titling and lien perfections, 
but will not receive information relating to dealer 
licensure issues.  All subscribers receive the “Titling 
Tips” and local tax chart updates on a quarterly 
basis. 
 
LISTSERV NAME DESCRIPTION 
Dealers Issues that affect licensed motor 

vehicle/boat dealers  
Lienholders For anyone who commonly files 

liens on vehicles  
Leasing For motor vehicle leasing/rental 

companies 
Salvage For salvage business licensees 
Towing For towing companies who 

tow/title abandoned property 
Insurance For insurance companies who 

title salvaged vehicles 
Titleservice For licensed title services 
 
To subscribe to a particular e-mail list service, send an 
e-mail to majordomo@services.state.mo.us with the 
message “subscribe (and the list service name)” in the 
body of your e-mail.  For example, to subscribe to the 
lienholders list service, enter “subscribe lienholders”.  
Do not type anything else in the body of the message.  
Remove any automatic signatures you may have 
included and leave the subject line blank.  Your e-mail 
addresses are not shared or used for any other 
solicitation.To cancel your subscription at any time, 
follow the above steps except list “unsubscribe (and the 
list service name)” in the body of your e-mail. 
 

 

 
Carol Russell Fischer, Director of Revenue 
 
Raymond Hune, Director, Division of Motor Vehicle and Drivers 
Licensing 
 
Keith Bohl, Manager, Driver and Vehicle Services Bureau, Co-
Editor 
 
Nicki Hollis, Policy and Regulation Section, Co-Editor 
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